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Abstract:

This thesis aims to examine the impact of speech context,
particularly in its social dimension, on grammatical structure
according to Sibawayhi in his A/-Kitab, with drawing a comparison
between the latter’ s method and that of the Arabic linguistic tradition,
in addition to some of the modern linguistic approaches.

Sibawayhi was perfectly conscious of the social nature of
language, and realized that it should not be studied in isolation from
its socia context. Accordingly, he emphasized the role of the speaker
and his intention in determining case endings and other syntactical
phenomena. Other elements of context which he frequently
highlighted include the addressee, and the context of situation.

Upon comparing Sibawayhi's linguistic analysis with that of
some western modern linguists, namely de Saussure, Malinowsky, and
Firth one comes across a lot of common issues concerning the
importance of the social dimensions of speech, since these play a
significant role in determining the meaning of the utterances.
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