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Summary

The Algerian novel during the 1990s received special attention, making its comprehensiveness
one of the important stages in the development of Algerian narrative. It emerged from
questioning reality in its dimensions and current manifestations, and its intersections with
history, acquiring distinctive features derived from a political climate dominated by ideological
control. As such, the novel became ideological par excellence.

This characteristic is evident in the novel Al-Mihna (The Ordeal), which reflected the Algerian
reality during the period of ideological dominance over the narrative course, portraying the
negative role of authority as a major factor in complicating the crisis, in addition to treating

religion as one of the central themes in the novel.

The intellectual also emerged as a central figure, with his ideology divided between rebellion,
neutrality, and opposition. Samira and Hamida represented the voice of the rebellious
intellectual rejecting both authority and the religious current, while the editor-in-chief
embodied the neutral, silent intellectual who chose not to confront, which made him appear as
a mouthpiece for authority through his withdrawal from telling the truth.

The novel revealed the conflict between the dominant ideology of power and the opposing
ideology, which also contributed to worsening the crisis. Meanwhile, the novel House of Skulls
served as a space where these orientations clashed, making it a mirror reflecting the

complexities of Algerian reality during that period.
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